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Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men, filled
with the Spirit and wisdom...so they chose Stephen, a man
filled with the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas of Antioch...They presented
the men to the apostles who prayed and laid hands on
them. (Acts 6:3-6)
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This is the third part in a series on thePloeradcai nede m
new | ogo for this series of bulletin inserts. On previous
resembled another church | ogo. We apologize for the this
Who are some of the deacons in the history
There are a wwunmwerr defacwellsl. One oSt .t hFa amas(tsl 1fBiAn2868 sA B)iss. As a deacon
wel | known for his homilies, for his outreach to the proote, |amd ceesi
in Fr&%&nocwns day, but even now, a true Franciscan model of spiritua
St. Lawrnmeanrcteyred in 258 AD) was a deacon of Rome. Lawrence was o
weal th of the Church. He returned a few days | ater withtgithter paur

of the Church. Legend has it that as he was burning at torehat agied

St. Ephrem (odf. EX7%e3> sAmD) was wel | known for his asceticism, his ce¢
He was defbared af OoimelTh@rlknw Pope Benedict XV.

Wh a t sort o f training and formation do dea

There is an intense period of discernment and formati on fsabd ithhhedt
by the Holy See, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

The first year is a period of discernment including an tiemitmee stehatp
the person might have a vocation to the diaconate, he naasy iadkamicty t
year of prayer, study, and personal formation.

The third cemdi,dacayl hed a guarantee of eventual ordination: it sin
addi ti onal human, spiritual, academic, and pastor al fotmapeaons oD
formation is particularly intense, involving significadtsooonsewo

Only after a five year period of discernment&aedtfioemaecond whilp
archbishop deems it appropriate, and only wdét hwitfle ftdemal chwiisthtoe
to ordination. Foll owiirkeg dademsatsganhredeaoonsntinue their formatio
ongoing formation opportunities.

Why does the deacon proclaim the Gospel at
One of the most traditional l'iturgical roles of the deadhom@pohaeveér
the Pppesi des at Mas&, respioasibheldegcoon proclaim the &oskhaerige Ttha s
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deacon during his ordination.mMTdeomdmacerri ©ft hdeaGprepereli dbtee aase t
assembly the concrete nature of our response to the good news 1in

Where do deacons serve?

Since deacons are ministers of the entire diocesan chudcip,artth e ullia
gifts and talents may best be put to use. Deacons shoul d &s e@rawvé swh
There are great needs within th& pateshibhsebittbhherdemardatdidetde
the deacon has a responsibility to help meet those needs.

| al ways thought t hat me mber s of t he Cat ho
married man be a deacon?

Al t houghotlkadt biagy a solemn promi se &tios rvearauiend uansmaarnr iientdp oarntda ncth agsitfet
inherent or essential part of being ordained. In the eacrhy deysba
became the norm in the Latin Rite of the Church.

Though canon | aw normally prohibits any cleric from gettiemgmmatr.i
di aconate; but normally, once ordained, & wiafne chinemo,t tmae rryor mali sc
to remain celibate.

Resour ces:

Questions and answers to these and many other questions comcernin
bookQl Questions & Answers on Deacons

NotkEor more information on discerning a call to the permanent d
Archdi ocese ofhtltnpd:i/a/nvaww.larsc leitndy . or g/ deacon/index. ht ml

David Bartolo

Will be ordained as a Permanent Deacon on Juné

Permanent Deacon
Ordination - Mass of
Thanksgiving & Reception

Sunday, June 25

10 am Mass of Thanksgiving
at St. John’s followed by
reception to welcome David
as a new Permanent Deacon.
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