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ENTRANCE HYMN    FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS 

FIRST READING      JL 2:12-18 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Lector: The word of  the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

E ven now, says the LORD, return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and 
weeping, and mourning; Rend your hearts, not your garments, and return to the 
LORD, your God. For gracious and merciful is he, slow to anger, rich in kindness, and 

relenting in punishment. Perhaps he will again relent and leave behind him a blessing, 
Offerings and libations for the LORD, your God. 
 
Blow the trumpet in Zion! proclaim a fast, call an assembly; Gather the people, notify the 
congregation; Assemble the elders, gather the children and the infants at the breast; Let the 
bridegroom quit his room and the bride her chamber. Between the porch and the altar let the 
priests, the ministers of  the LORD, weep, And say, “Spare, O LORD, your people, and make 
not your heritage a reproach, with the nations ruling over them! Why should they say among 
the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 
 
Then the LORD was stirred to concern for his land and took pity on his people.  

Lector: A reading from the book of  Joel. 

COLLECT 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM   PS 51:3-4, 5-6AB, 12-13, 14 AND 17  

1. Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; 
in the greatness of  your compassion wipe out my offense. 
Thoroughly wash me from my guilt 
and of  my sin cleanse me. R. 
 
2. For I acknowledge my offense, 
and my sin is before me always: 
“Against you only have I sinned, 
and done what is evil in your sight.” R. 
 
3. A clean heart create for me, O God, 
and a steadfast spirit renew within me. 
Cast me not out from your presence, 
and your Holy Spirit take not from me. R. 
 
4. Give me back the joy of  your salvation, 
and a willing spirit sustain in me. 
O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. R.  

SECOND READING   2 COR 5:20 - 6:2  

B rothers and sisters: We are ambassadors for Christ, as if  God were appealing through 
us. We implore you on behalf  of  Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made 
him to be sin who did not know sin, so that we might become the righteousness of  

God in him. Working together, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of  God in vain. 
For he says:  
    In an acceptable time I heard you, 
    and on the day of  salvation I helped you. 
 

Behold, now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of  salvation. 

Lector: A reading from the second letter of  saint Paul to the Corinthians.  

Lector: The word of  the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 
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HOMILY 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Verse: If  today you hear his voice, 
 harden not your hearts.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL   MT 6:1-6, 16-18 

Priest/Deacon: The Lord be with you.                                               
All:      And with your spirit. 
Priest/Deacon: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.         
All:       Glory to you, O Lord. 

J esus said to his disciples: “Take care not to perform righteous deeds 
in order that people may see them; otherwise, you will have no recompense from your 
heavenly Father. When you give alms, do not blow a trumpet before you, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets to win the praise of  others. Amen, I say to 
you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 
what your right is doing, so that your almsgiving may be secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will repay you. 
 
“When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, who love to stand and pray in the synagogues 
and on street corners so that others may see them. Amen, I say to you, they have received 
their reward. But when you pray, go to your inner room, close the door, and pray to your 
Father in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will repay you. 
 
“When you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites. They neglect their appearance, so 
that they may appear to others to be fasting. Amen, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you may not appear 
to be fasting, except to your Father who is hidden. And your Father who sees what is hidden 
will repay you.”  

Priest/Deacon: The Gospel of  the Lord.         
All:            Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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BLESSING AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE ASHES 

The priest invites us to enter into the mystery of  this rite, and then leads us in the prayer of  
blessing. We come toward and stand before the ministers, who sprinkle the ashes on our 

heads*. In receiving this holy sign, we are told: 

Priest/Minister: Repent, and believe in the Gospel (or)  
       Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 

*Due to COVID-19 restrictions, ashes will be sprinkled on each person's head instead of  the cross placed on 
foreheads. Sprinkling ashes on the top of  the head recalls the biblical practice of  putting on “sackcloth 
and ashes” as an act of  penance. 

ASHES 

Respond to each acclamation: 

LITANY OF THE SEASON OF LENT 
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GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

 1. For all members of  the Church, through the intercession of  the saints, may we always have 
hearts of  repentance and conversion. 
We pray to the Lord. All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
2. For those who hold political office, may they be guided in their duties by God’s 
commandments. 
We pray to the Lord. All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
3. For those who suffer in mind, body or soul, may they be graced by the healing presence of  the 
Lord. 
We pray to the Lord. All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
4. For all those who struggle in faith, may their hearts and minds be opened to see the light and 
power of  God’s grace in their lives. 
We pray to the Lord. All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
5. For all of  us gathered here today, may this time of  Lent bring us to a deeper relationship with 
God. 
We pray to the Lord. All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
6. For those who have died and will die today, may the mercy of  God allow them to be welcomed 
into paradise. 
We pray to the Lord. All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
7. For the intentions of  our parish prayer list, and at this Mass we pray: 
 
  [12:10 P.M.] for all families, widows and orphans, and for persecuted   
  Christians.                  
  We pray to the Lord. All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
  [7:00 P.M.] for the deceased members of  the Bartolowits and Crump families. 
  We pray to the Lord. All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
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OFFERTORY HYMN   THE GLORY OF THESE FORTY DAYS 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Invitation to Tithe 
 

For those gathered in the Church today, you may drop your tithe in the basket as the 
ushers come by your pew. To give online, please make your donation at:  
https://osvonlinegiving.com/4408/DirectDonate/56926 Thanks for your generosity!  

Second Collection for the Little Sisters of  the Poor  
 
The Ash Wednesday second collection will go to the Little Sisters of  the Poor here in 
Indianapolis. Their mission is to offer the neediest elderly of  every race and religion a home 
where they will be welcomed as Christ, cared for as family, and accompanied with dignity until 
God calls them to himself. To give to this collection: https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/4408/
DirectDonate/69361. Thank you for your generosity! 
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PREFACE DIALOGUE 

SANCTUS 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

GREAT AMEN 
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COMMUNION RITE 

OUR FATHER 

SIGN OF PEACE 

AGNUS DEI 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.   
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.   
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if  You were already there and unite myself  wholly to You.   
Never permit me to be separated from You.  
Amen.   

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

For the Our Father, please do not hold hands with those outside of  your household. 

For the Sign of  Peace, please bow or nod your head and smile to those not of  your 
household, and say “Peace be with you”. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  O LORD, YOUR MERCY DOES EXTEND 

SECOND COMMUNION HYMN  ATTENDE DOMINE 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN    THESE FORTY DAYS OF LENT 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PRAYER 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and 
snares of  the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of  the 
heavenly hosts, by the power of  God, cast into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl 
about the world seeking the ruin of  souls. Amen.  
 

Before you leave church today 
Please, place this stick-it note on the pew where you sat so volunteers can clean there before 
the next Mass. Please, stay after Mass, if  you are able, to help sanitize pews. Thank you! 
 
Please, take this worship aid with you and do not place in basket. Thank you!  
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Light a Candle inside St. John's 
 

If you are able to attend Mass at St. John’s, you may light a candle for a particular prayer intention you 
have and call upon a saint’s intercession. Large candles are $5 each and small candles are $1 each.  
 

If you are unable to attend Mass today, let Father Nagel light a candle for you inside St. 
John's! While you might not be present in the church to light candles - you can still have a candle lit and 
prayer intentions offered.  Candles can be lit at any of the side chapels at St. John's (St. Mary, St. Joseph, 
Sacred Heart, St. Patrick, St. Anne and the Pieta Chapel of the Sorrowful Mother).  You can have your 
candle lit for one week, one month or one year as well as offer a particular prayer intention. You can 
purchase your candle online or fill out the form online and mail your payment into St. John’s.   
See more info: https://www.osvhub.com/stjohnsindy/forms/candles 

How to give to St. John’s 
 

For those who are unable to meet in person each week, please consider giving to St. John’s 
Sunday Collection.  We invite you to give online through St. John’s Online Tithing Platform provided 
by Our Sunday Visitor (OSV).  It is safe and secure! All parishioners, friends and visitors of St. John’s can 
give online though this direct donate link: https://osvonlinegiving.com/4408/DirectDonate/56926  
You can set up a one-time gift or recurring gifts (weekly, monthly, quarterly, etc).    
 

For parishioners, friends or visitors who aren't comfortable with online tithing you may send in 
your envelope or gift by mail to St. John’s.  Please make a note that it is for the Sunday Collection. Gifts 
can be mailed to: 
 

St. John Catholic Church 
126 West Georgia Street  
Indianapolis, IN 46225 
 

Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Second Collection for the Little Sisters of  the Poor  
 
The Ash Wednesday second collection will go to the Little Sisters of  the Poor here in 
Indianapolis. Their mission is to offer the neediest elderly of  every race and religion a home 
where they will be welcomed as Christ, cared for as family, and accompanied with dignity until 
God calls them to himself. To give to this collection: https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/4408/
DirectDonate/69361. Thank you for your generosity! 
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MASS NOTES FOR REFLECTION 
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Upcoming at St. John’s  

Lenten Small Group Book Study Sign‐Ups 
Journey this Lent with other St. John parishioners through the book No Greater Love by Dr. Edward Sri. This book is a biblical 

pilgrimage that reveals Christ’s amazing love for each one of us.  Small Group Book Studies will be offered both in person and vir‐

tually on various days/ mes of the week star ng next week. All are welcome! Registra on for the book study is available a er 

Mass today or online at: h p://www.stjohnsindy.org/book‐studies.html 

 

Hai  Fish Fry Fundraiser – March 12 
Join in for the annual Hai  Lenten Fish Fry on Friday, March 12 from 5‐7:30pm at the downtown Knights of Columbus (1305 N 
Delaware Street). This fundraiser supports our Hai  Mission and sister parish of St. Nicolas in Mole, Hai . There will be a drive‐
through op on and possibly limited indoor dining with social distancing in place based on current restric ons for Marion County at 
me of the event.  We will update our website with more info as available. Adult  ckets are $10/person and children  ckets are 

$5/child and are smaller por ons. Tickets are available for purchase online: www.stjohnsindy.org/fishfry or a er Mass today. 
 

Sta ons of the Cross – Fridays during Lent at 6pm   
All are welcome to join in on Fridays during Lent at 6pm as we pray the Sta ons of the Cross inside St. John’s. Sta ons will begin 

this Friday, February 19. All are welcome!  

 

40 Days for Life – Thursdays at 6pm, Fridays at 3pm 
Join St. John Parishioners in praying for an end to abor on. 40 Days for Life Lenten campaign will run from Ash Wednesday, Feb‐

ruary 17‐ Palm Sunday, March 28.  Through peaceful prayer outside of abor on facili es, 40 Days touches hearts and changes 

communi es. St. John Prayer Hours will be Thursday evenings from 6‐7pm or Friday a ernoons from 3‐4pm. All are wel‐

come!  For more informa on contact Sheryl Dye, smdye1@gmail.com.   

 

Thank You to our Bulle n Sponsors 
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